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FIRST BIT!
JOHN LETHLEAN

Expat returns to
run Aussie first

Australis fist Jason Atherton restaurant
Kensinglon Streel e run by an Aussie
with extensive experience in the Atherton-Gordon
Ramsay fold. Robert Daniels, running, the
kitchen at Athertonss e restaurant
Esguina.wil be home oexd weck 1 open Socel
at the Ol Clare, the new boutique hotel
development in \)dnr:y» Chippendale by
ingaporean hotel Sirpreness and restaurateur
n al

before
to Londan i 2003 to work uun Ramsay

maviny
1 Bowwood Cake. Te then joned Mane working
under Atherton a0d went 1o Maze In Pragis
he retumed to

Ui Maz= Do et
Austr ]
in \\wm “and the Mo
Uceadlo andt Coogee Pavilion. Kensinglon Stroet,
indeed the entire duster at the Old Clare that
includes Silvereye and Automata, is not expected
pen before Septembes

Melbourne Cantonese institution Red Emperor, in
uthbank, has been on a recruiting spree,
bringing back several chefs from the restaurant’s
oy days. Hon Kau Hul, who frt cameto
Australia in 1984 to work at
the helm of the Emperor o 1995 unti 300 He
has been lured back 10 the head chef role by
owners John Lin and Lida Gau. alons: with (w
more alumnt Man Tim Ng was head chef before
Hui, subsequently moving to Japan, while Kam
Tai Ho, the restaurant’s yum cha chef until 2013
is also back. It bodes well.

On one of Australia’s most vibrant food strips,
Gouger Street in Adelaide, the hoarding has gone
mun Society in the uemlww

known by many, for many years, as Mesa Lunga
Wee ot u.-m ol thel Girent ventures loa |
encur W fentura is ivolvod in.

repr
ark s oot
commodity. But Society is to be his latest. on the
omer of Morphctt and wil focus on the food of
Central and South America, with chef ey
Hill (Lucky Lupitas) ru.mmgmum: working
on relaxer, long-ses:
food The matrix is always hznl to follow, but
Another Ventura venture, the aforementioned
Lucky L, wih s tacus nd ther Meziean
ing to Gouger snm from
Beond Dk, Ao exeesive st il w
ceraos Lk KA oty e wll o it n('vdy
opened project on Glen Osmond Road, Frewville,
Mesa site. This, too,
Latino theme and kitchen oversight from Hil
Hispanic Mechanic -~ where does be gt these
imes? — has a roster of chefs from Beazil and
Colommbia and. ik all Vertura resaurant,looks
very quirky. does beanding brilliantly and probably
has decent food, too.

Asif the Sydney CBD coffee market isit
Surry Hills insitution
Single Origin opened  city beanch last week
Single O, in York Street, focusing solely on on-
the-go customers and with food similar to the
Reservoir Street base. The new slc has been
designed by Luchetti Krelle, 1 pra
esporaiic or many nted tney retaurants

A last-minute hitch with finance for buyers means
Adelaide’s queen of Indian foosd, Ragini Dey, will
e cooking at her Spice Kitchen restaurantjust 2
little longer. Dey, 52, an author and hands-on
che, was suppased (0 seltle on the e of her

css last weck, bat backers for the young frio
of tw chels and  front-of-housc partner
away at the Ith hour, she says. “Tt all came as a
bit of a shod but they ve actually
iven u a deposit]
already, so I'm confident it will proceed” An offer

a0 b led down 0 4 retaurant any more;

nstead, she has plans that el

endin  han to on Chiragh, who just opencd

outh Street thal will serve
cultural mix. including

India. Dey says shes hoping to settle on July |

fhe next seneration Neil Perry restaurant, in
Syiney’s Potts Point. shoukd be open by mid-
August. Missy French s under construction by
Perry's daughler Josephine, and a serious foray
into the restaurant world for this 2k-year-old first
fime. The Format i relaxed dasic French food

lethleanj@theaustralian.comau

When less
choice means
more style
g\"z';r‘;:;ht Imed by wandrobe a;l)\mms"

leading a trend back to
small collections of key 3

HARRIET WALKER
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An Australian couple has built a resort
in Cambodia that’s become a showcase

of environmental excellence

HELEN ANDERSON

They'retheaccidental hateliers. In
their late 205, Rory and Melita
Hunter went sailing in the remote
Koh Rong arci

rollcall

pelazo in south-

include  Kickerstarter's

chief executive Yam\'&‘ Strickler,
's youngest ca

Smriti Irani, and U

a minister,
tech pion-

west Cambodia and bought an
idand on impulse. A decade later,
the former Sydney couple have
it 3 $30 million resoet unlike
anything dseon
5 ot Jud that the place is
beautiful an luxurious: 27 pool
vilas on twin, forested ita
named collectively Song Saa (‘the
n Khmer), designed
by Ml w4 ot e
mental footprint and in
barcfoot-luse style mm\\l by the

iness
madel on which the Hunters have.
built their retreat that has drawn
upumnmumm:mnmm'u
the framework 1o assess and guide
a«m;m)am pact on the “three
Be— peopleanctindprof
“It's about maki e
environmental, commercial and

i
eor \hd\dlc Diop. The ic.yesr
tenus es Rory access o net-
works, s, taend and 2 “sonse
we'renolonger workingalone”
Song San Hotels and Resorts
works with  philanthropic foun-
tion the Hunters established in
an equal and symbiotic relation-
ship quite diffcrent to the more
otels and
with community
autreach grafted on to existing
business. The resort and foun-
dation have scparate boards and
governance but share a common
Vi , and “one could not exist
without the other”, says Rory.
While developing Cambodia’s
hree-
the capital,
Phnom Penh, the Hunters worked
with five villages, Mml..m by
4000 d

pelago to create the lullun s first

y now expanded to
are cqually important and  400s km and the focus of re-
Iml)‘ Etevdepervinty Roey says  search mmmm»whnnw

2 rec Sydney.  Albertof Mon:
"m- sum of the whale becomes  They ¢ aeatod theardipelagt’s
first s

 Thisyear the Weld Eccnom
Forum admitted Rory, 39, to its

prestigious Young Global Leader
Torum,a powerhouse o undesd
dynamos recognised for _their

chievements and polential to
tackle global challenges, with the
aim of grooming the next gener-
ation of world leaders. The other
157 entreprencuss in this year's

tem, and a monthly outreach ser-
vice called Boat of Hope that

delivers medical aid, education
and  bealth  programs  and
nutritional supplics 1o remote is-

lanis, here ales of maluirton
rival those sub-Sah:

Afja, Goxe a yeae, Sowg Sea
hosts 3 month-long, dlinic staffed
by about 40 US medical specialists

ara

Ask a fashion editor how many
dothes she has and she will look
paincd. She may just tell you the
b of wardeobes she s i
stead o how many bin bags she
0 e charity shoplast year. |
once met an editor who told me
that she wore only 20 per cent of

minds Lookat the success of Japa-
nese organising consultant Marie
Kondo's book The Life-Changing

Mogical Djing s havepassed
twomillion.

Weve cangsd our shopping
habits accondigly. Call it the

‘mavy-jumper revolution in hom-

day needs of women. By norml, |
t mean obwious and predict
able but something that is always
fashionable:
New Noemal is Armanis slec-
jeces from the label’s
e cach-
mere coats, spoety jackets and sik
shell- I

Last month an article i the US
o o Hurpe's Bezor tied
e thing to
S w«)- wenl vical. I i
an_ diretor Matilda Kahl ex-
plained why life was simpler with
fewer cothes
US presidential hopeful Hillary
Qlinton has her “cveryday pani-
suit”. The co-founder of Facebook,
Mark Zuckerberz, also admils
wearing the same grey T-shirt

o limit time spent on
“frivolous” decisions.

ternet makes more
fashion avadable tous, all we seem

towant is

now buy instead of the statement
pieces of yeteryear, Taiored
trackpa haute trainers and
posh sweatshirts. Designer denim
and sports luxe. We don't tend to
m trends any more, we just do

.
Actually

calling # New Nogara, A ethede.

signer who set about simplifying

women's clothe d
90s. deconstructing them into

created with the precision and
ease for whichthe beand i famos.
Some pieces are alread
hle in Australia, with more arriv
inthenext week or sa They are
ended to be wom together in
various combinations, but are also

2

the foundations for a well-adjust-
edwardrobe
\animg in the tradition of the

“Theyearthey focused on den-
taheakh hedetits werepollng
200 teeth a day,” s

ol
yeur the Tl
found 3 woman
haemorrhaging
after  childbirth
and saved

Rorywasanad-
vertising exeeutive

try to understand their chal-
lenges” They began “humbiy and

i
simply” by deaning uptheirisland,

wnsran

company's vemacular. And he

in near.
by villages about the need for 4
bk diposs ssm Walina
vear, the scheme was being m
2exdbypartcpatingvilages.

An avid diver, Rory could see
the damage from overfishing and
thought part of the solution lay in

sl
Luxury is a I ruggles

with, too. alll)mquv e v b

passible 1o offer “experiences of a

lifetime for which people don't
need to feel guilty . We love the
work we do, and to be able to do

job in New York
when he and Mli-
ta, 1 designer and
artist,  decided to
vist Cambodia_en

mm»v e
Koh ‘Rong 2006
changed their lives
“Westopped at an island to buy
lunch one day and got chalting to
the family who Iiml |hm- n
turned out they w
Dok o the mapland . Mm it

that work
sort like no other

develop an_ altemative income
from tourism. The resart employs
about 170 staff, most from ncigh-
bouring islands "It seemed cont-
‘mon sense that we should be out
there helping people who would
helpus,hesays.

‘s a story hehind every-
thing, at Song Saa, including the
weathered timber {recyded fram
bing ks, the sk vaity of
eved Gourod rom frmers

nos “ambodia who partic-
ipate uusum'm 10 protect water-

‘It’s more than a
holiday. Guests feel
they've connected
and i g

theisland " The
Hunders retumed 3 week ler
n paper bag full of
m.vnq« m asked the local navy
towitnessthe sale.
‘The creation of the resort and
has 1

RORY HUNTER
€O-OWNER, SONG SAA RESORT

fowl habitats), and the |-amlm

chere our guests can engage as it
e or as much as they ke with our
broader work.

"Our guests come first because
it's beautiful, an increditie place.
bul weve found that onc
the work we do and visit  local
community .. they leave fedling
more enriched and more engaged

it’s more than just a holiday.
They feed they've connected and
contributed”

With a management teas
place an the island, the llunh'ﬁ
andthei s year.okdson, Ny
moved to Hong, Kong last year to
sel upa head nITl‘c They're plan-
ning a second resort in Cambodia
dare etgating eqansion n

frontier” destinations in S
. A hv.imim nuﬂm"n
Myanmar, northeast Sri Lanka

and Indonesia. I(m) believes the
conditions e ightforexpansion.
ol travellers who want to

experience mor
and inrelatively u
prgapey s i gmwnmu

foundation has been & decade-  drinking straws (crated by 4

fong process of evolution, gut in-

stinet and chance. “We didn® st Up to 90 per cent of produce pre-
ot to build a

Kind of resporsible touriam they

hotel”says Rory, “We were just as
excited about the philanthropic
opportunitics as the commercial
ones” Being the

develop n Bland

‘asense ol r\\vumlri—
ity |u|.~«mvmnu»w hes
t scema to mak

10 be good communi
to work with those around us and

ani's aim is (o
nrlkn Tife easie for Women who

comfortably, he knows what he's
talkingabout.

ashiion has taken a direction

wardrobes as we do our homesand

hesays “It forgot about the every-

The term capsule wandrobe
s coined by Susie Faux, owner

of 70s emporium Wardrobe, uhu

was referring to d

which shoppers would layer new

wears the same
grey T-shirt to
limit time spent
on ‘frivolous™
decisions

“mallscale farmers and hook-
ans-line fishermen. Every supply-

chain decision s weighed with
envionmental and community
welfareinmind.

Rory finds il hand to labed the
nature of Song Saa's entrepre-
ncurship. He tells me, only half-
Joking, that the overused terms
‘eco andgrecn arc banncd fromthe

GETTY MAGES

,
'lInll’nfm kwrn Clinton and
i's Net

Nl)ml.'\\ collection

i bodys
match skirts trousers

s “the

be a really powerful and positive
change agent, particularly in re-
motepartsoftheworld.

songsaicom

purchases. Donna Karan was the
first designer to offer a capsule col-

Seven Easy Pieves of workwear:
uits with mix-and-

saver in theory but often proves
(rsraiglymathematkalandin-
c in practice. It has no an-
* for & anpreditable westher
o your mood an

any givenmorming,_
That's where Amanis New
Normal differs It comprises buikd-
ing blocks rather than a rigid sys-
of dressing Pieces feel

fabrics, rather than
What's more, the selection mu I:

currenk, ekt spaty touches .md
techy

Stockists:(12) 82335888, (03)
96621661,



