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pon stepping on a private yacht at the Sihanoukville pier in Cambodia,
y tranquility is found again.

inanoukyvillef5 885 EFAR R —Z « EBARLA ©

By Natalia




VACATION

TERTIERY

P
4 :

Sunlight shimmers on the vast ocean, calling upon a natural
beauty that shines brighter than any gem in the world. After a
30-minute journey by sea, | arrive at the secluded private island,
Song Saa Resort. Actually, the property — which adds up to an area
comparable to that of Hong Kong - includes two islands, Koh Ouen
and Koh Bong: the former houses a private villa, spa and beach bar,
to name but a few, while the latter is a restaurant on the ocean.
When the yacht finally docked at the pier, | gave myself the best
welcoming gift: the caress of the smooth sand under my bare feet.

Arriving at the villa, four to five hosts were already waiting. The island
of only 20-plus villas is operated by up to a staff of 150, making the
tourist-to-host ratio 1:1.5, a number comparable to the service level
on prestigious cruises or yachts such as Oceania or Sea Dream.
Amidst the surrounding virgin forests, tropical coral reefs, whife
beaches and green canopies, you become one with nature on these
islands; when lying in the scenic infinite pool and listening to the
nearby waves, you can taste the tranquility of when the skies, the
seas and man become one. On the private island are rainforests for
the adventurous and boundless seas for the daring, while the resort
itself is spotted with restaurants ranging from ones directly on the
ocean, within the comfort of your room to, basically, anywhere you
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wish for the hosts to lay an impromptu picnic under blue skies and
against white beaches.

With love from Song Saa “Song Saa” translates to love in the local
language and alludes to a charitable heart for the poor and respect
for nature. Husband Rory Hunter — from the advertising industry — and
interior designer and wife Melita Hunter — are the founders and the
spirifual core behind the project. When touring the Thai oceans in
2005, they discovered these untainted islands; they then married on
their new-found gems and lived here for awhile, having absolutely
fallen in love with the tropical rainforests, natural beaches, its the wild
buffalos and the enthusiastic inhabitants in the nearby community.
Determined to purchase the islands, they waited three years for the
official approval, during which they hired local women to do some
cleanup work.

With true understanding came real determination. The Hunter couple
was set on making a humble, prestigious yet environmentally friendly
and sustainable resort; so they established an environmental team to
ensure that nature is never tainted during construction and operation.
To protect aquatic life, for example, fishing is prohibited 200m around
the hotel; they ve also employed and trained local people in hopes
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that new employment opportunities will improve their way of life;
as well, the Hunters have also begun a Song Saa Foundation for
conservation, education and research and development work, all in
hopes to find a balance between offering the services of a high-end
resort while adhering to sustainable and environmental protocols.

In the age of excess, luxury isn't hard to get; what is truly rare is a
return to basics, to nature. In Song Saa, you can feel the peace only
nature can offer and can really learn how to respect what city-goers

have began to forget.
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